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MfMORAWDOll FOR} 
SOTJECT} 

TAB A; 

RIFERIKCI: 


The Secretary OJf iltate 

Flood Relief to CoattiaBlet Chiaa 

Current status ot the Floods in 
ComiMunist China 

Paragraph 3b, Batioaal Security 
Council Record of Action dated 
12 AuRuat 1B54 


1 A press dispatch reports that the Chinese ^ttonalist 

goirernaeBt L» appealed to It SSinS^he 

Sffer of food to Eastern laropeaa flood rietios hy »aaan® *»« 

same anouat of aid to ^ tSJ 

Co««uni»t neespaper in Bong Kong on 14 August cai^o u^« jo* 

United State® to offer flood relief iStl- 

l» ”a friend of the Chinese people ai^ thus, counter anti 

Anerican propaganda in China. 

Psinine is ia a nor© aeiwwrd position, an regards any 
po„lM. oftOT ot taorlc mW. f 
UvarnaoBti »hloh .coopted it. PoiPjn* 

of ^genuine friendly aid fro® the Snited States. 

program, than has any Eastern European state. 

a It thuB eeens probable that any American offer of 
#tAA«s e«llef uoitld he rejected. If euch nn offer sere nude 
and rejected, the United State* would he in a stj^ng propaga^a 
«w ><»4 4 >iAn with the Asian “neutrals" and with the Chinese people, 

She could be laforned of the 

radio broadcasts, and travelers fron Bong Kong, if i*eiptng 
failed to inform then. 
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4. i* •iicii a» after votxld ^ 

particularly great if the Soviet SbIob we to fail to offer 

aid* or oere to offer oaly tokea aid ae la the caa© ot tee 

Satellites, iltkoagh lioscoe ka® keea eapeeted to «a»e a ^aey 

doaatiOB for flood relief, there has ae yet beoa no eord that 

it has dooe so, 

3. If Peipiag were to aeeept as Aaerican offer of aid, 
the Chinese Cmwaaiets would bo ex|i«eted to eoaceal the soarce 
of the aid wherever possible. It woald aot be possible, however, 
to conceal the fact of aid froe other foveraments and peoples. 
Moreover, the Chinese people could be iafoiswd of the •®***‘*f 
aid by leaflet drops, radio, or travelers. Jest as they wld be 
inforsted of a rejected offer. The word would pass owickly 
throughout China, as the Chinese for centaries have ahtaiaea 
the bulk of their iaforaation by ^village telegraph*’ — word 
of nouth. 


©. It is possible that a 0. fl. failure to offer flood 
relief to C^iwuaist Chiaa, particularly ia view of b. h. offers 
to lastern Muropeaa nations where fl.ood danage was aaeb less 
severe, could be used by uafrieadly satioas as a substaatiia 
propaganda weapon, itoreover, Asinn and other spokeaoen •Igfet 
well ask publicly, as in the case of atonic attacks on Japan, 
whether the Ihitted States Is distingaiehiag ’hihlte'* laropeane 
from "colored*' Asiaa«. An offer of aid considerably less 
generous than the offer to Sastera Europe could also toe subject 
to such critielsn. 

7. The United States night sacrifice its potsntial propa- 
ganda advantage unless it noves oeiokly . for eaeaspls , the 
British Labor party delegation now ia Peiping uight ^ 
apfroached by Chinese C^manuaiat leaders with a hint that the 
British should head an international relief operation, £«Ttic«- 
larlf la the light of the "Inprovesl relations’* between Britain 
and Peiping which the Chiaeae radio has been enphasiaiag in 
recent days. A sinilar appawach night b® nade to one or nor# 
of the Asian ’'neutrals . ** 
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cm»s*t £W«b or rm rooow. » comuMst u«»*> 


The e»«..t *“ 

ceatur, with the e^pti« of i„,i. 

ttuete ®f ceiitifftl €ati»» «*«««««* 

a«adr«ds Of 

too aoftb-«ootii ^i®i*or**hioliw»y traaoport b«tao®a th»»e too 

-S’h:: s:« ”i;u 

*eir«/o«?fi:.'S*»r“«eport to fXood-teo».t.d ar«.. 

, a ^rn±mT ittvelK bay® dropped i» *o»t 

Peipiag clm^ that «t®r w throagh MaiUsow o» 

soctloaa of ^*?*^*?''*_ « oaiat 53 i»«h^ abov# the 1951> 
aoaday raised the «»Sta«^Msa» thee far preiraatod 

record. A -*♦« from l^lag destroyed, bat 

&w^ the area i^rtheest ^ 1 * the priaeipai 

Kaatoa, ehiob 5S ooSlderable danger. Baaage 

city of Central ««iat of HaiAiagi eher# ooe-third of 

to the Btaiai riror valley* tasi H«a thus far booa 

tL total flood daaage occurred la 1«31. ^ tnu* xe 

liaited . 

thr«t. tn. *.ix« «xv.r. 
ehieh has heea rlsiag la receat days. 

^ «« ewtiwated at fl.300,uoo,dda iimi 

la lt31, flood *•* iBcladisf 55.000 

value)* A» lupoa aas flooded, aad a^at 

25,000,000 eoaatry tea^thlrdti of the 1531 dWftage. 

tm hollered to (carreat valae) . ^ 

aMoaotiBg to at least oalttvatod land has heeo flooded, 

About 40.000 soaare «l^» of oaltwatoo ,iUioa tons; 

aad crop losses have aoooated to worexa«« * 
the oua^r of people displaced la 

There sight be^h llw*" 

SS.'a«t .t.t»r Md «rX* .prlB*. 
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